The origin and management of some of the special hospitals had been such as to cause suspicion, where suspicions existed, as to the conduct of hospitals as a whole. They were not unfrequently started for private advantage by those who wished to make themselves consulting physicians to them, some for speculative purposes, and in neither case considering the public welfare nor the advance of science. They were generally started, as to funds, more or less by some philanthropist, and on that support failing they were thrown on the public. There were no schools, no advance of science, and the management left much to be desired. Owing to the small number of beds, the administration must be costly. They were sometimes found in insanitary premises, and were built without regard to local needs or in proximity to existing hospitals, and the advice was not of first-rate description. By the names which they assumed they deprived the larger hospital of cases which, in the latter, would be better attended, and from which instruction would be gained. They attracted money which otherwise would probably find its way to the larger hospitals. He should like to read to their lordships the opinions of two individuals. The distinguished physician, Sir Andrew Clark, had vividly described one of the greatest evils in connection with our hospital system in the following words : " Then there is another reason, and that is the foundation and maintenance of improper hospitals, which divert funds in a direction in which they ought not to be employed and rob the great hospitals of the support which they ought to receive. A doctor who cannot get on in the ordinary way takes to studying the great toe, and he discovers something about it that has never been discovered before. In An enquiry into the whole subject could not fail result in considerable advantage to the metropolis at larg
The petition was then presented.
